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Translated from Arabic 


| Ja'‘far died on November 7, 
1991 in Libya, ending a highly 
active and prolific life. He de- 
voted his skills to the pursult 
of scientific truth with a focus 
| on psychology. 

Born in the southern town 
of Qurma in 1914, Ja‘far re- 
ceived primary and in- 
termediate education in the 
city of Basra. In early 19405 
he travelled to the United 
States for higher education 
Where he joined the Liniversi- 
ty of Ohio. He received his 
doctorate degree in educe: 
_ tien and psychology in 1949 

He returned to Baghdad in 
that same year and took up 
the teaching profession for a 
career by joining the Higher 
Institute of Teachers’ Train- 
ing. 

Now the College of Educa- 
tion Where he lectured in phi- 
losophy and education. 

During his” career Dr. 
Ja‘far wrote and translated a 
many books, including -his 
important work “Education 
and its Philosophy,” (printed 
in Baghdad in 1952), He 
translated a book by Amer- 
ican philosopher John De- 
wey, who wae a close friend 
of his. In 1955, he published 
“History, its Field and 
Philosophy” (Zahra Printing 
House. Baghdad), This work 


its 


De Mor Jafar 


is a serious study of the phi- 
losophy of history, in which 
he tackles history's definition 
and recording and reviews 
important busterical istes- 
pPretations. He aleo.deak wi- 
th the geograptic, spiritual, 
materialistic and aesthetic in- 
terpretations of history. ; 

in 1936 Lr Jafar published 
two books:"Principles and 
Men“and “Revolution: Pre- 
ludes and Results”. 

In 2967 he headed for 
Libya, where he held the pavat 
of Head of the Psychology 
Sectidn at the Arts College in 
Benghazi,He spent many 
years there and wrote several 
books, including “Thought, 

Nature and 
Development" (Libya, 


1970),"Human Nature in the : 


Light of Pavlav's 

Physiology."and“The Cen- 

tral Nervous System"(both 

Ti in Baghdad in 
1}. 


In hes “Language and 


- Thought" (published in 


Rabat, 1971),Dr Ja'far 
touches upon the relationship 
between language and 
thought.It is a historical study 
of the development of both 
fields in the light of contem- 
porary scientific findings in 
brain physiology. 

Although Dr Ja'far's in- 
terest in this sort of study 
dates back to 1950s, later in- 
novations in this field further 
increased his interest and re- 
sulted in new thoughts as mir- 
rored in his “Thought, its Na- 
ture and Development”. 
Here, Dr Ja‘far studied the 
philosophical and scientific 
interpretation of thought. It 
is 4 study of higher mental 
functions; that is memory, 
attention, imagination, 
thought and language, as an 
introduction to the study of 
language and ite importance 
in. intellectual fife, He 
emphasized the organic link 
between the physiological 
cerebral and social aspects, 
the latter providing the cere- 
brum or brain with its con- 
tent. 


He returned from Libya to 


Baghdad where he resumed _ 


teaching at the Education 
and Psychology Section.By 
then, his scientific activity en: 
ceeded the university bound- 
aries. Scholar Abdul Ragzag 
al-Muitalibi says“Dr Jafar 
was prolific beyond imagina- 
tion. His work can be found in 
universitics and world know- 


ledge centres,the ¢ ollege of | 


Education and othe: collemes 


in Irag,study cents such as ° 
the Psychological and Re- - 


search Centre, The Children 
Culture House, the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Affairs, 
newspapers and magazines as 
well as periodicals ia Irag and , 
around the world.” 


In 1975, Baghdad Uni- | 


versity granted hiri a sabba- 

tical year. He went to Shef- 

field University i1 Britain, | 
where he wrote ¢ study on: 
“Creativity ant Brain: 
Mechanisms”. The work won | 
the admiration of British | 
psychologists and pr | 
Sheffield Us pane | 
quest the secondment of Dr. | 
Ja‘far from Baghdad Uni 
versity. The mquest was, 
however, rejected | 

Dr. Ja'far was pranted the. | 
membership of the British | 
Psychology Sociery and the | 
Gifted children Welfare 
Association. He was also 
chosen correspondent mem- 
ber of The Acaderny of Edu- | 
cational Sciences. i 

After his return from Bri-| 
tain be publisher! his book | 
“Creativity in Saence and) 
Art", (Baghdad, 1979) in! 
which he expressed his new: 
notions and conce pts in inter- 
preting the natum of creativ-° 
ity. 

Dr Ja far had a optied mod- 
em scientific research 
approaches ancl results te the 
Arab-Islamic heritage texts: 


“nce his earlieats haces nf ari. 


Another gifted man dies 


entific career, particularly in 
his important work 
“Originality in al- 
Mutanalrbi's Poetry” in 1976. 
Yet, he started in the 1980s a 
new series of such studies, the 
first of which was hie 19H? 
book “Meaningful Educa- 
tional and Psychological Atti- 
tudes and Concepts in Arab- 
Islamic Heritage", and his 
hitherto unpublished fre. 
search works: “The Psycho- 
logical Aspects of al-Jahidh's 
Literature™, “With al 
Hanri's Magqamat’ and 
“Hours with Mawim Ciorki". 

These works are of ack- 
nowledged importance. 
Their value lies in the feet 
that they introduce new 
stages in the remding of Arah- 


Isddamic culture. 


In 1942 Dr Ja far went on 
pension and devoted himself 
to pure study and research 
work as well as to the active 
participation in scientific con- 
ferences in Britain, France 
and the US. During this 
period too, he wrote a num- 
ber of studies and research 
works. In July 1991 he re- 
geved an invitation from 
Libya to join Benghazi. He 


-cngaged there in scientific re 


search work until his death. 
Dr Nouri Ja far was in the 
very Heart of Benghazi Lni- 
versity. 

Dr Jafar faithfully be- 
licved in science and cons- 
dered it the only path leading 
to truth. 


